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MODULE 6 - LINEOUT

6.1 Referee Priorities

Some referee training materials at the lineout refer to the priorities for the referee as being
Across the line offences e.g. interfering with the jumper

Through the line offences e.g. offside

Along the line offences — e.g. an early lift
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6.1.1 Can you think of other examples of the 3 types?

1. Across the line

2. Through the line

3. Along the line

6.1.2 Explain the importance of across the line offences
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6.2 Referee Positioning

Study the following diagram and identify the Advantages and Disadvantages of the various starting

positions for the referee - Black throwing in.
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Can you now identify situations when you might use these positions and situations when you would

never use them?

Might use Never use
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6.3 Lineout Management

Comment on the following lineout management techniques.

6.3.1 Referee to number 10 pre-match “I will have my hand up as soon as the lineout is formed and all

the way through the lineout. As soon as it is finished | will bring it down and you can bring them up”

6.3.2 Referee to hooker pre-match when asked on his interpretation of not straight at the lineout “By

the law book”

6.3.3 Referee to hooker pre-match when asked on his interpretation of not straight at the lineout “In the

space between the inside shoulders”
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6.3.4 Referee to hooker pre-match when asked on his view of the hooker enquiring, on a windy day, if it
is alright that he throws the ball in slightly curved so that it lands in the space between the inside

shoulders “Yes, fine”

6.3.5 Referee to hooker pre-match when asked on his view of the hooker enquiring, on a windy day, if it
is alright that he throws the ball in slightly curved so that it lands in the space between the inside

shoulders “Look we are not TV, so let’s just have a game of rugby. OK? | will do the same for both sides”

6.3.6 Referee to pack leader pre-match when told that his side will not compete on any of the
opponents’ lineouts inside their own 22 but will “sack” the catcher with one of their forwards as soon as

his feet have touched the ground. “Yes, fine - as long as it is one man and it is immediate”
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6.3.7 Referee to players at first lineout “Keep your hands on your own players not on the opposition”

6.3.8 Captain to referee pre-match “We use something called Space ball where we don’t challenge at
some of their lineouts; we step out and let them win it. So when they come down there is no maul so we

can go round and take the ball or you could even penalise them for truck & trailer”

6.3.9 Referee to green pack leader at first lineout “How many are you putting in to the lineout?”
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6.3.10 Referee to Black 4 who has complained that Green is doing an early lift. “Yes I know, but they
are doing it at the front pod and your hooker is throwing the ball over that and you are winning it at

the second pod”

6.4 DVD Clips “A”

Make notes on the referee’s management of the lineouts shown on the DVD clips

Clip The Referee’s Management
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6.5 DVD Clips “B”

Make notes on the referee’s management of the lineouts shown on the DVD clips

Clip The Referee’s Management
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6.6 Your Main Learning Points

Note down your 3 main Learning Points and describe what you will do differently in future

Learning Points What you will do differently
1
2
3
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